AGENDA
THE 75TH ANNUAL BOOK & AUTHOR EVENT
MAY 7, 2020

Welcome
Kayley Perkins, Chair, Junior League Book & Author Committee

Opening Program
Savon Sampson, President, Junior League of Richmond

Remarks
Wendy Wellener,Vice President- Shared Services, Dominion Energy

Presentation of Authors
Bob Deans, Master of Ceremonies & Author

Natalie Jenner
The Jane Austen Society
Grady Hendrix
The Southern Book Club’s Guide to Slaying Vampires
Lily King
Writers & Lovers
Phuc Tran
Sigh, Gone: A Misfit’s Memoir of Great Books, Punk Rock, and The Fight To Fit In
Melissa M. Martin
Mosquito Supper Club: Cajun Recipes From A Disappearing Bayou
Bob Deans
The Bicycle Man

Closing Remarks

ABOUT THE EVENT

75

Since the end of World War II, Richmonders have gathered in the
spring to celebrate the love of reading and the tradition of writing.
Born of a creative partnership between the Junior League of
Richmond and Miller & Rhoads in 1947, the best and the brightest
of the literary world descend on Richmond each year to the Book
and Author Event where they discuss their creative process,
inspirations and latest best-sellers. Year after year, the event
draws sellout crowds leading it to become the longest running
event of its kind in the country.

In 1948, LIFE Magazine provided extensive coverage of the event,
referring to it as a “social-literary cult”, one reminiscent of “bygone
salons” of the Lost Generation of Hemingway, Stein and Fitzgerald.
Past authors have included Robert Frost, who notably in 1951, had
a memory lapse during his speech and remarked “this embarrasses
you more than it does me” and Rita Dove, past Poet Laureate of
the United States. Throughout the years, notable authors have
included Pat Conroy, Katherine Graham, Alice McDermott, David
Baldacci, Marry Higgins Clark, Lesley Stahl and Cokie Roberts. This
event has become woven into the fabric of the City of Richmond,
connecting generations of readers with literary giants, but also
with the community.

OUR COMMITTEE
The Junior League of Richmond would like to thank the
75th Book & Author Committee for its enthusiastic
dedication for this event:
Kayley Perkins, Chair
Deanna Hathaway, Assistant Chair
Ashley Allen, VPE Fund Development
Lara D’Antonio, VP Fund Development
Shelby Bartilotti
Cheryl Fields
Heather Lam
Juel Secosky

Colleen Dennis
Kindra Kirkeby
Chelsey Pearson

ABOUT US

The Junior League of Richmond is an organization of women
trained for effective leadership in community service. We are
dedicated to the belief that voluntarism is an essential part of
responsible citizenship. Women working together, organizing for
community, is a powerful catalyst for community action.
Since its beginning in 1926, the Junior League has set its sights on
the Richmond community, and its commitment to children and
families has remained steadfast. The volunteer spirit is what the
Junior League is all about. Trained by the League and on the job,
volunteers give their time and talents to help others in
need...without pay, but not without rewards.
Every moment shared in the spirit of community is both priceless
and timeless. Seeing Richmond's families grow in strength and in
confidence is our ultimate reward... one that has come back to each
volunteer in countless ways.

OUR SPONSORS
PRESENTING SPONSOR
Dominion Energy

MAYO CARTER CIRCLE- $2,500
CBS 6
Commonwise Home Care
KPMG LLP
McGuireWoods LLP
Richmond Times-Dispatch
Sonabank

WRITER'S CIRCLE- $1,200
Blue Edge Capital
NewMarket Foundation
Troutman Sanders LLP

READER'S CIRCLE- $600

Crouch Family Giving Fund
Janet Brown Interiors
TowneBank

OUR
AUTHORS

Natalie Jenner
The Jane Austen Society

"Fans of The Chilbury Ladies’ Choir and The
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society will
adore The Jane Austen Society… A charming and
memorable debut, which reminds us of the
universal language of literature and the power of
books to unite and heal."
- Pam Jenoff, New York Times bestselling author of
The Lost Girls of Paris

Just after the Second World War, in the small English village of
Chawton, an unusual but like-minded group of people band together to
attempt something remarkable.
One hundred and fifty years ago, Chawton was the final home of Jane
Austen, one of England's finest novelists. Now it's home to a few
distant relatives and their diminishing estate. With the last bit of
Austen's legacy threatened, a group of disparate individuals come
together to preserve both Jane Austen's home and her legacy. These
people―a laborer, a young widow, the local doctor, and a movie star,
among others―could not be more different and yet they are united in
their love for the works and words of Austen. As each of them endures
their own quiet struggle with loss and trauma, some from the recent
war, others from more distant tragedies, they rally together to create
the Jane Austen Society.
A powerful and moving novel that explores the tragedies and triumphs
of life, both large and small, and the universal humanity in us all, Natalie
Jenner's The Jane Austen Society is destined to resonate with readers
for years to come.

OUR
AUTHORS

Grady Hendrix
The Southern Book Club’s
Guide to Slaying Vampires

Steel Magnolias meets Dracula in this '90s-set
horror novel about a women's book club that must
do battle with a mysterious
newcomer to their small Southern town, perfect
for murderinos and fans of Stephen King.

Patricia Campbell’s life has never felt smaller. Her husband is a
workaholic, her teenage kids have their own lives, her senile motherin-law needs constant care, and she’s always a step behind on her
endless to-do list. The only thing keeping her sane is her book club, a
close-knit group of Charleston women united by their love of true
crime. At these meetings they’re as likely to talk about the Manson
family as they are about their own families.
One evening after book club, Patricia is viciously attacked by an elderly
neighbor, bringing the neighbor's handsome nephew, James Harris,
into her life. James is well traveled and well read, and he makes Patricia
feel things she hasn’t felt in years. But when children on the other side
of town go missing, their deaths written off by local police, Patricia has
reason to believe James Harris is more of a Bundy than a Brad Pitt. The
real problem? James is a monster of a different kind—and Patricia has
already invited him in.
Little by little, James will insinuate himself into Patricia’s life and try to
take everything she took for granted—including the book club—but she
won’t surrender without a fight in this blood-soaked tale of neighborly
kindness gone wrong.

WOULD LIKE TO THANK
FEB. 2020

BERLIN FINANCIAL CORP.

PREPARED BY:
JAMES RODRIGUEZ,
JUNIOR FINANCE MANAGER
APPROVED BY:
DOROTHY ALLEN,
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

For its' support of the 75th Annual
Book & Author Event
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Lily King
Writers & Lovers

An extraordinary new novel of art, love, and
ambition from Lily King, the New York
Times bestselling author of Euphoria

Following the breakout success of her critically acclaimed and awardwinning novel Euphoria, Lily King returns with another instant New
York Times bestseller: an unforgettable portrait of an artist as a young
woman.
Blindsided by her mother’s sudden death, and wrecked by a recent love
affair, Casey Peabody has arrived in Massachusetts in the summer of
1997 without a plan. Her mail consists of wedding invitations and final
notices from debt collectors. A former child golf prodigy, she now waits
tables in Harvard Square and rents a tiny, moldy room at the side of a
garage where she works on the novel she’s been writing for six years.
At thirty-one, Casey is still clutching onto something nearly all her old
friends have let go of: the determination to live a creative life. When
she falls for two very different men at the same time, her world
fractures even more. Casey’s fight to fulfill her creative ambitions and
balance the conflicting demands of art and life is challenged in ways
that push her to the brink.
Writers & Lovers follows Casey—a smart and achingly vulnerable
protagonist—in the last days of a long youth, a time when every
element of her life comes to a crisis. Written with King’s trademark
humor, heart, and intelligence, Writers & Lovers is a transfixing novel
that explores the terrifying and exhilarating leap between the end of
one phase of life and the beginning of another.

OUR
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Phuc Tran
Sigh, Gone: A Misfit’s
Memoir of Great Books, Punk
Rock, and The Fight To Fit In
"The United States was already a better country
because Phuc Tran refused to change his name. Then
he went even further in changing this country by giving
us this bold, funny, and profane memoir: a portrait of a
young punk refugee and of heartland America itself,
each of them as defiant and compelling as the other."
- Viet Thanh Nguyen, author of the Pulitzer Prize winner
The Sympathizer and The Refugees

For anyone who has ever felt like they don't belong, Sigh, Gone shares an
irreverent, funny, and moving tale of displacement and assimilation
woven together with poignant themes from beloved works of classic
literature. In 1975, during the fall of Saigon, Phuc Tran immigrates to
America along with his family. By sheer chance they land in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania, a small town where the Trans struggle to assimilate into
their new life. In this coming-of-age memoir told through the themes of
great books such as The Metamorphosis, The Scarlet Letter, The Iliad, and
more, Tran navigates the push and pull of finding and accepting himself
despite the challenges of immigration, feelings of isolation, and teenage
rebellion, all while attempting to meet the rigid expectations set by his
immigrant parents.
Appealing to fans of coming-of-age memoirs such as Fresh Off the Boat,
Running with Scissors, or tales of assimilation like Viet Thanh Nguyen's
The Displaced and The Refugees, Sigh, Gone explores one man's
bewildering experiences of abuse, racism, and tragedy and reveals
redemption and connection in books and punk rock. Against the
hairspray-and-synthesizer backdrop of the '80s, he finds solace and
kinship in the wisdom of classic literature, and in the subculture of punk
rock, he finds affirmation and echoes of his disaffection. In his journey for
self-discovery, Tran ultimately finds refuge and inspiration in the art that
shapes - and ultimately saves - him.
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Melissa Martin
Mosquito Supper Club:
Cajun Recipes From A
Disappearing Bayou
“Sometimes you find a restaurant cookbook that pulls you
out of your cooking rut without frustrating you with miles
long ingredient lists and tricky techniques. Mosquito Supper
Club is one such book. . . . In a quarantine pinch, boxed broth,
frozen shrimp, rice, beans, and spices will go far when
cooking from this book.”
—Epicurious, The 10 Restaurant Cookbooks to Buy Now

For anyone who loves Cajun food or is interested in American cooking or
wants to discover a distinct and engaging new female voice—or just wants
to make the very best duck gumbo, shrimp jambalaya, she-crab soup,
crawfish étouffée, smothered chicken, fried okra, oyster bisque, and
sweet potato pie—comes Mosquito Supper Club.
Named after her restaurant in New Orleans, chef Melissa M. Martin’s
debut cookbook shares her inspired and reverent interpretations of the
traditional Cajun recipes she grew up eating on the Louisiana bayou, with
a generous helping of stories about her community and its cooking. Every
hour, Louisiana loses a football field’s worth of land to the Gulf of Mexico.
Too soon, Martin’s hometown of Chauvin will be gone, along with the way
of life it sustained. Before it disappears, Martin wants to document and
share the recipes, ingredients, and customs of the Cajun people.
Illustrated throughout with dazzling color photographs of food and place,
the book is divided into chapters by ingredient—from shrimp and oysters
to poultry, rice, and sugarcane. Each begins with an essay explaining the
ingredient and its context, including traditions like putting up
blackberries each February, shrimping every August, and the many ways
to make an authentic Cajun gumbo. Martin is a gifted cook who brings a
female perspective to a world we’ve only heard about from men. The
stories she tells come straight from her own life, and yet in this age of
climate change and erasure of local cultures, they feel universal, moving,
and urgent.
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Bob Deans
The Bicycle Man

“Lyrical, lustrous and tender. Deans is a craftsman, and the
words here flow with certainty, truth and ache, taking us into
the promise, discovery and heart of a boy as the world
outside both marches forward and encroaches on his own. A
beautiful and captivating story.”
- Major Garrett, Chief Washington Correspondent for CBS
News

In 1968, delivering the newspaper each morning becomes a hero’s
journey into the riven heart of a nation torn by racial ferment and
divisive war. For the community outside Richmond, the racial fault
line is a bamboo grove by a honeysuckle swamp. The messenger
for national promise and peril is Sandy, whose morning paper
route becomes a kind of hero’s journey into the troubled soul of a
nation torn by the fight for civil rights, war in Vietnam and the
larger search for national purpose. And helping him sort it all out is
a mysterious figure with a tragic secret who stands by the boy as
Sandy confronts a staggering loss.
This is a story of friendship. This is a story of hope. It’s the story of
an era that helped shape our country and define our times, told
through one boy’s extraordinary journey through his own small
patch of America. And it’s the story of a debt he can never repay to
someone he knows only as, The Bicycle Man.

OUR PAST
Come take a glimpse at our past and see
opportunities for the future.
1920s Junior League of Richmond Founded
1926 Fifty-nine young women, committed to finding workable solutions to the problems
confronting their community, established the Junior League of Richmond (JLR), an organized
volunteer service for women. The young pioneers concentrated their efforts on initiating programs
for children and supporting community organizations in need. The group was recognized for its
achievements and admitted into the Association of Junior Leagues of America in 1927.
1930s The economic and social upheaval of the Great Depression created an unprecedented need
for services. The Junior League endeavored to help fund and support a variety of community
organizations. We also became increasingly involved in community and legislative affairs. Our
volunteers continued to initiate innovative programs that focused on the welfare of Richmond's
children.
1940s World War II brought a new sense of patriotism and community spirit to League members,
resulting in significant contributions to the war effort. As well, the Junior League continued to
strengthen its commitment to the needs of local citizens, children, and community organizations.
1950s The Junior League saw tremendous growth in the 1950s. The Baby Boom at the end of
World War II produced an enormous need for schools, teachers, and programs for gifted and
challenged children. Radio and television development helped bring League contributions in the
area to the public's attention. We performed extensive research to identify unmet needs in the
community and initiate invigorating, new projects.
1960s Events of the 1960s forced new definitions of freedom and democracy, pushed the frontiers
of science and space, and eventually forged an uneasy acceptance of fundamental new realities in
politics, race and sex. As society wrestled with this rapid change in attitude and its expression, the
Junior League responded to local needs by extending its reach into the community with twentyseven placements for volunteers. We gave aid to numerous agencies, stimulated interest in
mental health issues, and expanded cultural offerings for Richmond's children.

OUR PAST
Come take a glimpse at our past and see
opportunities for the future.

1970s Along with the cultural upheaval brought on by the Vietnam War, the feminist
movement, the drug revolution, and school desegregation came the dawning of a new age in
our society. The Junior League responded with cutting-edge initiatives.
1980s For the Junior League of Richmond, the 1980s was a decade of raised public
consciousness. The League continued its advocacy and education efforts in the areas of child
abuse, juvenile justice, and substance abuse. We hosted conferences and introduced new
placements and programs that addressed the needs of area children and promoted
community involvement.
1990sAfter extensive study of pressing community needs, the membership determined that
Richmond's children and families could best be served through educational programs
related to parenting and literacy and initiated several major projects that continue to serve
the community today.
2000s Recognizing that today's children are tomorrow's families, the League continued to
develop and deliver child-centered programs that promoted parental involvement and
fostered healthy families. Through its innovative outreach programs that met the constantly
changing and ever growing needs of this community, the Junior League of Richmond worked
wonders in the lives of Richmond families.
2010s Community Outreach Programs provide volunteer support to other nonprofit
organizations in projects targeting the needs of children and families. Today’s programs
continue the Junior League’s focus on community and outreach to those most in need.

Our Teams & Partners
Board of Directors

Community Advisory Board

Savon Sampson, President
Sheronda Wilford, President-Elect
Satara Woodson, Vice-President, Membership
Lara D’Antonio, Vice-President, Fund
Development
Martha Schley Smith, Vice-President,
Community
Jill Perlmutter, Vice-President, Sustainers
Tamarah Holmes, Director, Communications
Krystal Minor, Director, Finance
Jamie Hasty, Director, TILI
Erika Ellison, Director,Nominating
Katie Kellam, At Large Board Member
Sarah Spota, At Large Board Member
Liz Anderson, At Large Board Member
Awanata Bridgeforth, At Large Board Member
Luiza Bretas, At Large Board Member
Sam Sedivy, Assistant to the President

Lile Benaicha, Sugarfina, Inc.
Lynn Pelco, Virginia Commonwealth University
Adrienne Cole Johnson, Peter Paul Development
Center
Aline Reitzer, Acacia & Richmond Restaurant
Week
Patricia Gallagher, Sonabank
Jonti Simmons, Community in Schools
James Jennings, CapCenter
Andy Thornton, La Difference, Inc.
Mia Mimms, Mimms Funeral Home
Linda Wilkinson, Free Clinics of Virginia

Staff
Martha Ware Bryan, Office Manager/Bookkeeper
Ann Michele Sweeney, Controller
Meg Hodges, Development Director
Connie Cardwell, Store Manager
Jenna Casebolt, Store Manager

PAST BOOK & AUTHOR
CHAIRS

Mrs. Silas Strickland, 1947
Mrs. Richard Leary, 1947
Mrs. Richard Rheutan, 1948
Mrs. Horace Gray, 1949
Mrs. Thomas P. Bryan, 1950
Mrs. Benjamin B. Alsop, Jr., 1951
Mrs. Wellford Jones, 1952
Mrs. William H. Fulmer, 1953
Mrs. Leslie Cheek, Jr., 1954
Mrs. Frank Stringfellow, 1955
Mrs. James Rawles, 1956
Mrs. Richard Michaux, 1957
Mrs. William Taliaferro Thompson, 1958
Mrs. A.C. Epps, 1959
Mrs. Robert T. Scott, 1960
Mrs. Fred G. Pollard, 1961
Mrs. Julia Williams, 1962
Mrs. Louis G. Fields, 1963
Mrs. St. Julian Oppenhimer, 1964
Mrs. Daniel D. Talley, III, 1965
Mrs. Charles B. Molster, Jr., 1966
Mrs. Charles Laughlin, 1967
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Morgan, 1968
Mrs. William R. Gardner, 1969
Mrs. John K. B. Rennolds, 1970
Mrs. Carlton P. Moffatt, Jr., 1971
Mrs. James K. Woodley, Jr., 1972
Mrs. Bruce C. Gottwald, 1973
Mrs. Frederick S. Valentine, III, 1974
Mrs. John C. Brennan, 1975
Mrs. John J. Fox, Jr., 1976
Mrs. Harry B. Grymes, 1977
Mrs. Wyatt Beazley, III, 1978
Mrs. Allen Mead Ferguson, 1979
Mrs. Charles G. Cary, 1980
Mrs. William A. Kempton, 1981
Mrs. George T. Williamson, 1982
Mrs. Thomas D. Stokes, III, 1983
Mrs. Ian A, Nimmo, 1984

Mrs. Timothy C. McCoy, 1985
Mrs. Harold C. Thaxton, Jr., 1986
Mrs. Fred W. Palmore, III, 1987
Mrs. Philip A. Roberts, Jr., 1988
Mrs. E. Hunter Thompson, Jr., 1989
Mrs. Frances Barnes, 1990
Mrs. Dot Hart, 1991
Mrs. Michelle Jeter, 1992
Mrs. Marion Scott, 1993
Ms. Sally Dunn, 1994
Mrs. Carroll Andrews, 1995

Mrs. Eva Clarke, 1996
Mrs. Rebecca Shulklapper, 1997
Mrs. Beth O’Neill, 1998
Mrs. Judy Malloy, 1999
Mrs. Paige Fox, 2000
Mrs. Jan Locher, 2001
Ms. Lee Hall, 2002
Mrs. Anne Thompson, 2003
Mrs. Kathy Wright, 2003
Ms. Teri Miles, 2004
Mrs. Molly Negus, 2005
Mrs. Mary Kathryn Woodward, 2006
Mrs. Anne Poarch, 2007
Mrs. Becky Page, 2008
Mrs. Kelly Berry, 2009
Mrs. Kay Tyler, 2010
Mrs. Eva Hartmann, 2011
Mrs. Kimberly Daniel, 2012
Mrs. Kate Kobiashvili Christner, 2013
Mrs. Alissa Prather, 2014
Mrs. Alex Scott, 2015
Mrs. Lauren E. Fisher White, 2016
Ms. Sara James Shelton, 2017
Ms. Katie Gallagher, 2018
Mrs. Lara D’Antonio, 2019
Ms. Kayley Perkins, 2020

